
HB 253 & SB 5-- STUDENT TRANSFERS
HB 523 Sponsor: Pollitt
SB 5 Sponsor:  Koenig 

These bills would create a public-school open enrollment program with the design to improve quality instruction and increase parental involvement, provide access to programs and classes, and offer opportunity to align parental curriculum options to personal beliefs.
Students would not be able to participate in sports for 365 days.

The Senate Work Force Committee has voted this out of committee and will now head to the floor for a vote.

SB 004—PARENT BILL OF RIGHTS
Sponsor: Koenig

This is an extensive bill that includes several items including the creation of the “MISSOURI EDUCATION TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY PORTAL.”  This would direct the Missouri Commissioner of Education to develop this “portal” to provide citizens with access to every school district's curriculum, textbooks, source materials, and syllabi. The portal shall include the cost associated with speakers and guests used by a school in their professional development activities. The portal shall include names of presenters and distributed materials from all administrators, teacher, and staff professional development and instructional programs offered to public schools and shall be fully transparent and available to parents of students enrolled at such schools. The portal shall include information about school board members and their terms of office. The portal shall also include an easy-to-search database of certain public school financial transactions. Finally, for programs offered to schools by third-party contractors, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education shall maintain data on such programs as described in the act.

FUNDING FOR EDUCAITON

The Governor has proposed an increase of $117 million to fully fund the foundation formula along with fully funding the states portion of school district transportation costs. 
The House has passed an Omnibus Education Bill.  Here are some of the bills connected to this larger bill.
HB 529 (John Black) would modify the calculation of the base per pupil amount (State Adequacy Target) of the school funding formula.  The bill raises the allowed annual increase in state revenues from 5% to 9% over the next four years. 
HB 433 (Ed Lewis) would increase the minimum teacher’s salary requirements to $38,000 and $46,000 for teachers with ten year's teaching experience in public school and a master's degree in a related academic field.  The amendment creates a grant fund for three years but does not revise state aid to address the long-term funding needed to implement and sustain these salary increases.
HB 496 (Ed Lewis) would enact several school retirement provisions, including a 2.55% benefit factor for 32 or more years of PSRS service and extending the term of teacher critical shortage work after retirement to a maximum of four years.
HB 497 (Ed Lewis) Renames and revises the existing "Urban Flight and Rural Needs Scholarship Program".  This program was created in the late 1990s but was defunded in the early 2000s.  The bill increases the maximum number scholarships to 300 and provides scholarships for students who commit to teach in hard to staff schools or hard to staff subject areas. 
HB 190 (Ed Lewis) to allow school districts to identify hard-to-staff schools and hard-to-staff subject areas and designate a higher placement on the salary schedule when hiring such teachers. 





