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NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS

The new NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR MUSIC
PRESENTER:
FREDERICK BURRACK - KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY

HERE’S WHAT…
Multiple organizations worked together to
write new national voluntary standards for
the arts.
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1994 National Standards for Music Education
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside
the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
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Artistic
Processes

11 Core Arts Anchor
Standards

Anchor Standard

Performing
Realizing artistic ideas and work through
interpretation and presentation.

SELECT:
Select work(s) to perform based on interest, knowledge, ability and context.
ANALYZE:
Analyze the structure and context of work(s) and their implications for
performance.
INTERPRET:
Create personal interpretation that considers music’s intent.
REHEARSE, EVALUATE & REFINE:
Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.
PRESENT:
Perform expressively, with appropriate interpretation and technical accuracy,
and in a manner appropriate to the audience and context.
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Anchor Standard

Creating
Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work.

IMAGINE:
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work
PLAN & MAKE:
Develop a plan for using/presenting selected musical ideas
EVALUATE & REFINE:
Develop and modify selected musical ideas to create a work that meets
appropriate criteria
PRESENT:
Share creative work that realizes the creator’s intent and demonstrates
craftsmanship

Anchor Standard

Responding
Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning.

SELECT AND ANALYZE:
perceive and analyze artistic work:
INTERPRET:
Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.
EVALUATE:
Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Anchor Standards

Connecting
Relating artistic ideas and work with
personal meaning and external context.

CONNECT:
Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make
art.
RELATE:
Relate artistic ideas and works to societal, cultural and historical
context to deepen understanding
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Select: Select varied musical works to present based on interest, knowledge, technical skill, and context.
Enduring Understanding: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of their own
technical skill, and the context for a performance
influence the selection of repertoire.

Essential Question: How
do performers select
repertoire?

Analyze: Analyze the structure and context of varied musical works and implications for performance.
Enduring Understanding: Analyzing creators’ context and
how they manipulate elements of music provides insight
into their intent and informs performance.

Essential Question: How does
understanding the structure
and context of musical works
inform performance?

Interpret: Develop personal interpretations that consider creators’ intent.
Enduring Understanding: Performers make interpretive
decisions based on their understanding of context and
expressive intent.

Essential Question: How do
performers interpret musical
works?

Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine: Evaluate and refine personal and ensemble performances,
individually or in collaboration with others.

Enduring Understanding: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their
performance over time through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.

Essential Question: How do
musicians improve the
quality of their
performance?

Present: Perform expressively, with appropriate interpretation and technical accuracy, and in a manner
appropriate to the audience and context.
Enduring Understanding: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place, and
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Essential Question: When is a
performance judged ready to present?

Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine
Evaluate and refine personal and ensemble performances,
individually or in collaboration with others.

Enduring Understanding: To express
their musical ideas, musicians analyze,
evaluate, and refine their performance
over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence, and the application
of appropriate criteria.

Essential Question:
How do musicians
improve the quality of
their performance?
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CREATING
Imagine
Generate musical ideas for various purposes and contexts.

Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas,
concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’
work emerge from a variety of sources.

Essential Question: How
do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Plan and Make
Select and develop musical ideas for defined purposes and contexts.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative
choices are influenced by their expertise, context,
and expressive intent.

Essential Question: How
do musicians make
creative decisions?

Evaluate and Refine
Evaluate and refine selected musical ideas to create musical work that meets appropriate criteria.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate, and
refine their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Question: How
do musicians improve the
quality of their creative
work?

Present
Share creative musical work that conveys intent, demonstrates craftsmanship, and exhibits originality.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ presentation of
creative work is the culmination of a process of
creation and communication.

Essential Question: When18
is creative work ready to
share?
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RESPONDING
Select
Choose music appropriate for a specific purpose or context.

Enduring Understanding: Individuals’ selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests, experiences,
understandings, and purposes.

Essential Question: How
do individuals choose
music to experience?

Analyze
how the structure and context of varied musical works inform the response.

Enduring Understanding: Response to music is informed by
analyzing context (social, cultural, and historical) and how
creators and performers manipulate the elements of music.

Essential Question: How
does understanding the
structure and context of
music inform a response?

Interpret
Support interpretations of musical works that reflect creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

Enduring Understanding: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers provide clues
to their expressive intent.

Essential Question: How do
we discern musical creators’
and performers’ expressive
intent?

Evaluate
Support evaluations of musical works and performances based on analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Enduring Understanding: The personal evaluation of musical
works and performances is informed by analysis,
interpretation, and established criteria.

Essential Question: How
do we judge the quality of 19
musical work(s) and
performance(s)?
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Anchor Standard

Creating
Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work.

IMAGINE:
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work
PLAN & MAKE:
Develop a plan for using/presenting selected musical ideas
EVALUATE & REFINE:
Develop and modify selected musical ideas to create a work that meets
appropriate criteria
PRESENT:
Share creative work that realizes the creator’s intent and demonstrates
craftsmanship
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Look over the
Performance
Standards of you
choice.
The discussions &
questions
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Artistic
Processes

11 Core Arts Anchor
Standards

Discipline-based
instructional
resources
• EU’s & EQ’s
• Model Cornerstone
Assessments
• Process Components

Music Specific
Performance Standards

MODEL CORNERSTONE ASSESSMENTS
•

curriculum embedded

•

recur over the grades becoming increasingly
sophisticated over time

•

establish authentic contexts for achievement

•

evaluate performance with established
rubrics/measures

•

provide authentic examples of achievement for a
student’s portfolio

MCA OVERVIEW
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MCA: SHORT DESCRIPTION

MCA: COMPONENTS CHART

MCA:
DETAILED
ASSESSMENT
PROCEDURES
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MCA: STUDENT MATERIALS

MCA: SCORING DEVICES

What are your thoughts?
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http://www.nafme.org/my-classroom/standards/
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NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS

NATIONAL VOLUNTARY CORE ARTS
STANDARDS FOR MUSIC
PRESENTER:
FREDERICK BURRACK - KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
fburrack@ksu.edu
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